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Through challenges and barriers, we are fully operational

Hello Friends and Colleagues,
 
Thank you for taking the time to read a few updates from
our team at Vista del Mar Hospital. We have now had our
inpatient services opened for 16 months! Time sure does
fly. We are happy to report that through many challenges
and unexpected barriers along the way, we are fully
operational today with both inpatient and outpatient
services. We continue to recruit and hire competent and
dedicated staff who align with our mission, vision, and
values of compassion and purpose.
 
In addition, we are in the process of working with Cannon
Design Architects and the city of Ventura to move forward
the awaited plans to resurrect the buildings destroyed
during the unprecedented Thomas Fire destruction. Once
completed, we will have nearly 120 beds to service the
great need for mental health and substance use treatment

in our community. Since there are still several steps to climb in the rebuilding process, we are currently
working with our community partners with a shared focus to meet the mental health needs today. For
example, we are working with Dignity Health and the Ventura County Behavioral Health team to
implement a Crisis Stabilization Unit in Ventura County. This is a dedicated effort for us (as county
behavioral healthcare system) to ensure that individuals and families in mental health crisis are able to
receive immediate treatment at the most appropriate level. We will continue to provide updates as this
project progresses.
 
I want to close by thanking my Governing Board, our Physicians, Clinical Treatment Teams, and all of our
dedicated Staff for the tireless work that they commit to doing each day with compassion and respect for
all those we have been trusted to serve. I am truly grateful for the opportunity to serve as the CEO for
Vista del Mar Hospital and the meaningful impact that we are able to have on our community. 

Jenifer Nyhuis, CEO

Vista del Mar’s first medical director returns  
Dr. Richard Deamer, Vista del Mar Hospital’s (VDMH) first medical
director, has returned to the same position. He was first hired in
1985 and stayed in the position for approximately 13 years. He
officially begins as medical director in January 2020.

“I am looking forward to another term as medical director,” said
Deamer. “I was very happy, and surprised to be offered the same
position I had left about 20 years previous, and now as an older
clinician who has kept up with the new developments in adult and



child psychiatry, am looking forward to applying those developments
in neuroscience in an inpatient setting.”

Deamer studied pre-medicine at Purdue University and graduated
from Ohio State College of Medicine. A rotating medical/surgical
internship followed at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Maricopa County in
Phoenix, Arizona. He continued with his residency training in
psychiatry and fellowship in child psychiatry at UCLA
Neuropsychiatric Institute, followed by two years in the Navy at
Camp Pendleton. He retired from the Navy as a Lt. Commander in
1973.

Read more

Jenifer Nyhuis receives the Šimanek Distinguished Service Award

Jenifer Nyhuis, CEO of Vista del Mar Hospital in Ventura,
has received the 2019 Šimanek Distinguished Service
Award from the California Hospital Association Center for
Behavioral Health. The award, named after its first
recipient attorney Joe Šimanek, recognizes outstanding
leadership and achievements in the behavioral health
setting.

Nyhuis was just six months into her tenure as CEO in
December 2017 when the Thomas Fire destroyed Vista del
Mar’s Administration and Patient Care buildings.

“Jenifer exercised her sharpened leadership instincts
and made the critical decision to evacuate the hospital,

securing the safety of her staff and patients,” said George W. Greene, Esq., President and CEO of the Hospital
Association of Southern California (HASC) “Following the devastation caused by the fire, she has been a
powerhouse in working with city officials on civil infrastructure, statewide leaders for planning approvals, and the
surrounding community to re-open the hospital. It was sheer determination that the hospital was operational in
just 10 months.”

Seventy patients and 25 staff members were evacuated with no injuries, within just a few hours of the fire
overtaking the campus. "I feel extremely humbled and honored,“ said Nyhuis. “I am truly appreciative of the solid
team and my incredible family that has surrounded me throughout this process. I could never have imagined going
through something this significant, but this life event has shown me my inner strength and perseverance through
the most challenging times.”

Vista in the community

https://www.vistadelmarhospital.com/node/2443
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